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(SUBTERRANEA) by LEE Hui Ling

Subterranea addresses the artist’s ongoing interest in reconstructed morphology,
combining the immediacy of the drawing medium and surface occupations of
abstraction with the spatial illusions of representation. The artist looks to the natural
world for inspiration, bringing the unseen world of micro-structures, microorganisms and
organic beings into scrutiny. While the detailed rendering of microorganisms blend
seamlessly into the reconfigured forms, the resulting aggregate of minutiae imparts a
certain sculptural quality and intensity that challenges the assumption of materiality
and representation.

“Subterranea” draws inspiration from Mother Nature herself, 19th century botanical
illustrations, and what grows in the subterranean of the planet, sea creatures, fossils,
bones and other organic minutiae.

“Subterranea explores the growth patterns created by plants in search of water and
forces of nature which interact with planet Earth. It traces transitions from the
observation of recognized patterns to the unrecognizable. | work from direct
observations, nature photographs and documentaries, interpreting what | see in an
intuitive manner. The final result becomes an inquiry into psychological space,
teetering between the alien and organic.”

“Apart from being an observation and interpretation of the ebb and flow of life through
the language of drawing, this series of work is visual metaphor for is felt, not spoken; the
spilt second connections between the realms of the real and unreal, the text and
subtext, the seen and unseen.”

15 works from this on-going series was first unveiled in Kuala Lumpur in December 2012.
To date, 26 works are featured at the Penang State Art Gallery in 2015.
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THE EDGE POWER LIST 2012  2012.12.24

Power in Malaysia, political power that is, long been centralized. But social and demographic changes
over the last five years have radically altered the political scene, producing new forces that are
challenging the government’s stability to manage social outcomes. In the process, new players have
emerged—ordinary Malaysians doing extraordinary things.

To capture this changing landscape, we bring you THE EDGE POWER LIST, which is a new feature in
our year end bumper issue.

It is a list that won’t register on the tradition scale of influence and power, it represents a combined effort
from the reporters of THE EDGE to recognize people who are bringing change to their respective fields.
They include politicians who are boldly pushing for reform, Malaysians who are at the forefront of the
country’s civil society movement, intellectuals who are shaping the national debate and personalities who
are quietly shaping culture and society by advances in the arts, fashion, and entertainment industry.
Welcome to the POWER LIST.

Art with an agenda
LEE Hui Ling Artist-activist

Lee Hui Ling stands apart from many young contemporary artists emerging in Malaysia today- she
creates art with an agenda. Lee’s art is informed by her deep concern for the environment and a love for
nature, which was instilled in her as a child. She wants her works to inspire more than just a sense of awe,
but an action as well.

Her series of drawings, titled Subterranea, expresses “ the intricacy of sheer creativity of the divine
powers that created these wonderful things... Subterranea, the theme of my artworks, is basically saying
that if you go below the surface of the earth and of the water, you should find treasure. What | want to
inspire people is to have the passion to learn more about the oceans and about nature, to take it to a deeper
level”, she says. (Excerpted from The Edge Malaysia * 2012.12.24 story by Elaine Lau)
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http://thestar.com.my/metro/story.asp?file=/2012/12/28/central/12504650&sec=central�

Vanishing beauty
http://www.theedgemalaysia.com/in-the-financial-daily/227585-vanishing-beauty.html

Tribute to organic
forms http://thestar.com.my/metro/story.asp?file=/2012/12/28/central/12504650&sec=central
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LEE Hui Ling ZE3

EDUCATION
Bachelor of Arts, Liberal Arts (2001 — 2005) Sarah Lawrence College, New York, USA

AWARDS AND HONOURS

2005: Commencement Art Award, Sarah Lawrence College, New York.

2001-2005: Sarah Lawrence College Board of Trustees Scholarship, New York.
2002-2005: Gaylord Donnelley Family Scholarship, Sarah Lawrence College, New York.
2005: Athlete of the Year, Sarah Lawrence College, New York.

SoLO EXHIBITIONS /™ &

2015: SUBTERRANEA, PENANG STATE ART GALLERY, PENANG MUSEUM, MALAYSIA
2012: SUBTERRANEA, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

2009: NEW YORK CITY PSYCHEDELIA & HIP-HOPSTER, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
2003: LITTLE BOOK OF DAYS, A*Space, Sarah Lawrence College, New York
2002: PICTORIAL JOURNAL, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

2001: 1992-2001, J.W.Marriott Hotel Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

LECTURES

2009: Kuala Lumpur International Batik Convention, Malaysia
2007: Kuala Lumpur International Batik Convention, Malaysia
2005: Kuala Lumpur International Batik Convention, Malaysia

More details about the artist > www.leehuiling.com www.leekianseng.com/ling.htm

2009:5% = Jm v B (HhoRPETE) [ PrEil KA (KLIB) #Hifiz—.
2007:55 " Jm i BEY (oRPUNE) EHPREMR SR (KLIB) #fffz —. T Batik—HZAREHD)
2005:57 — Jm v B (HhoRPEIE) [ PrEil KA (KLIB) #Hifiz—.
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Fine art for a greater cause http://www.thestar.com.my/Metro/Focus/2015/01/27/Fine-
art-for-a-greater-cause-Aurtist-draws-inspiration-from-nature-and-her-involvement-in-environment/
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ZEIAAE (FaiR) IRTIME RS http://www.nanyang.com/node/6760642tid=493

14/17 ZFEHF LEE Hui Ling’ s “Subterranea” @ PSAG Malaysia 20150115


http://www.nanyang.com/node/676064?tid=493�

15/17 ZEEHF LEE Hui Ling’ s “Subterranea” @ PSAG Malaysia 20150115



16/17 ZFEHF LEE Hui Ling’ s “Subterranea” @ PSAG Malaysia 20150115



17/17 ZEEHF LEE Hui Ling’ s “Subterranea” @ PSAG Malaysia 20150115



	Fine art for a greater cause                             4TUhttp://www.thestar.com.my/Metro/Focus/2015/01/27/Fine-art-for-a-greater-cause-Artist-draws-inspiration-from-nature-and-her-involvement-in-environment/U4T
	李慧玲个展《隐藏》 探讨环保问题       4TUhttp://www.nanyang.com/node/676064?tid=493U4T

